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Phonics and Early
Reading

Part 1 — Information about how we teach phonics
Part 2 — Information about how we teach reading

Part 3 — Supporting at home



What is Phonics@e

® Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and
write.

® |t helps children hear, identify and use different sounds

that distinguish one word from another in the English
language



Did you know?
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® 24 |letters

® 44 sounds

® Over 100 different ways to spell
those sounds



New DFE Guidance for Early Reading and
Phonics

By ensuring high-quality phonics teaching the government wants to improve literacy
levels to:
e give all children a solid base upon which to build as they progress through
eiglele]
e help children to develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both
pleasure and information

In April 2021, The Government published the revised core criteria for effective
systematic synthetic phonics teaching programmes and launched a new process to
validate complete systematic synthetic phonics teaching programmes.



SSP programme-Phonics International

A complete systematic synthetic phonics (SSP) programme is one that provides:

e dall that is essential to teach SSP to children in reception and key stage 1 years
of mainstream primary schools

e sufficient support for children in reception and key stage 1 to become fluent
readers

e q structured route for most children to meet or exceed the expected standard
in the year one phonics screening check

e dall national curriculum expectations for word reading through decoding by the
end of key stage 1



How we teach phonics

Daily short sessions
Synthetic phonics

Specific order of
teaching

Repeated
practice
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1b2tuG-qfaBxkd3f-XibRXQv7cGN0NOkB/preview

Reading words



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1hbQRS7_bWwLTtg3pMFBmORsk7VMc88gk/preview

Jargon

You may hear your children say....

-phonics (also known as ‘synthetic phonics’) — The teaching of reading by
developing awareness of the sounds in words and the corresponding letters used to
represent those sounds.

phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the English language.

-grapheme - How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than one way to
spell a phoneme. E.g-the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently in each of the words
‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’.

-blending - Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, e.Q.
f-r-o-g, frog’

-segmenting — Breaking a word into sounds in order to spell

them, e.g. ‘frog, f-r-o-g" a n
-Digraph- 2 letters making one sound T — L

-Trigraph- 3 letters making one sound




Reading  wovees

should be
We want children a positive experience
to '

love readin
J We want children to

. read

EZOdlﬂg should for pleasure and be
_ life

enjoyable

long readers

Reading underpins children’s access to the
curriculum
and clearly impacts on their achievement




Once children have a secure knowledge of a number
of

GPC'’s (Grapheme Phoneme Correspondences)

and are confidently blending, they will be ready for
reading books.

Prior to this they may have wordless books which
develop

great language skills and tfeach children the layout of
ooks

and how to handle books



How we teach reading

Reading practice

sessions are :

Timetabled daily

Listened to at least 3
fimes a week

Taught by trained
teacher or
teaching assistant

Books are :

matched to children’s
secure phonic
knowledge

and word reading

sent home



Reading Practice Books carefully matched so children can read
fluently and independently

1. Decoding

2. Prosody
(intonation, expression)
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3. Comprehension

When children take their book home to read they should be 95% fluent.

Please do not worry that a book is too easy - your child needs to develop
fluency and confidence in reading. Re-reading a book they have had before
helps develop fluency - this is the goal.

Celebrate their successl!!!



How do we decide which books children read?

Children are assessed, then Pl matches which books
Should be allocated for their secure phonic knowledge.

Children will take their Reading Practice Book home

Share the front cover page before reading - this
cover sounds and words contained in the book.

Celebrate, praise, talk about the book with you child.
Please make sure books are in book bags and
returned on Monday as they may be

needed for other groups.

Please look after our books.



Supporting at home.
Reading for pleasure books

Children will also bring home a ‘reading for pleasure book’ from our class
library each week.

To become lifelong readers, it is essential that they read for pleasure
Children may not be able to read this book independently but these

books offer a wealth of opportunities for talking about the pictures ond
enjoying the story or information text.

Enjoy the book together and e
foster a love of reading <




What else can parents do¢

Support children in learning the alphabetic code

Let your child “show off” their reading to you and celebrate
and praise all the way!

Share books with your children for pleasure

Check on your class page for documents to support reading
and phonics



Help your child with -
reading

Ask Questions

Make it Fun

Make sure you are seen
reading. Keep books
magazines at easy
reach.

Look online & in app
stores for appropriate

BN s pallinggaine

Go to your public
library regularly. Find
the books you loved as
a kid to read together.

Make Space

Read everything out loud.

Books, poems, nursery rhymes, newspaper & magazine articles, food labels...

anything that is close to hand!




Online Phonics games

Websites for Phonics games:

Phonics Play - hitps://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

Phonic Bloom - https://www.phonicsbloom.com/

Topmarks -
hitps://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds



https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZc4l0e7FCE&t=129



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZfPd0KQBzWY



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3A-tb2dZgw

Questions®e




